March 2020

Your monthly news & updates
Welcome to the first edition of our monthly volunteer newsletter! This month's newsletter includes a fun
story about San Diego history and what to expect this month. Since this is a work in progress, we will
gladly accept feedback on how to make this a useful tool for you, our volunteers!

Love of Light; Love of Baseball

Daylight saving time starts March 8th ! With longer days comes the promise of summer and outdoor
activities such as picnics at the beach, nature walks, and sporting activities. Perhaps no activity embodies
summer more than baseball; the smell of freshly cut grass, the muffled sound of a baseball hitting the
sweet spot of a glove, or the crack of a bat as it echoes through a ball field. The history of baseball in San
Diego is rich and parallels the lifespan of our lighthouse; both bringing a different sort of light to San
Diego during its tumultuous start.
1855 – Old Point Loma Lighthouse Completed
1860 – Population of San Diego: 731
1865 – Population of San Diego: 200
1870 – Population of San Diego: 2300
1871 – First known baseball game played in San Diego
1873 – Robert Israel becomes keeper of the Old Point Loma Light
1878 – First known intercity match between the Academy Baseball Club of Los Angeles and a
handpicked team of local San Diego talent
1880 – Population of San Diego peaks at 40,000 due in part to the promise of the terminus of a
transcontinental railroad in San Diego
1880 – The land boom of the 1880’s brought increased interest in baseball, and many local organizations
created teams. Of note, the hotel del Coronado, Horton house, and the county courthouse all had teams
1890 – Population decreased to 16,000 as a result of Santa Fe Railroad choosing San Bernardino as the
location for the transcontinental railroad terminus
1891 – Old Point Loma Light extinguished

1891 – Only one team survived this population decline, the Schiller and Murthas, a commercial team.
While the Old Point Loma Lighthouse was to be used no more, baseball continued to thrive in San Diego.
In 1898 the San Dieagans defeated a team from San Bernardino to win the Southern California League.
In 1916, the Cabrillo Baseball Club (no affiliation with the monument created just three years before, but
perhaps named in its honor) dominated the local baseball scene, and remained the top team into the
1920s. In 1936, San Diego finally became home to the San Diego Padres, and the baseball team we still
celebrate today was born.
Baseball and the Old Point Loma Lighthouse; two things that have stood the test of time in San Diego.
Did the two ever overlap? I often wonder if the Israel family would take in a ball game during a trip to New
Town San Diego for groceries. Were they present for the height of baseball’s popularity in San Diego
during the 19th century? I hope the answer is yes. For if it is, then some of us have much more in common
with this family beyond a passion for lighthouses.

Welcome to Our New Chief of Resource Management & Science!
Dr. Linh Anh Cat is the new Chief of Resources Management & Science. Her
dissertation research was focused on airborne dispersal of fungi and its impact
on ecosystem function. She was previously at Scripps Institution of
Oceanography, where she studied the link between air quality and ocean
pollution in San Diego, which may be mediated by microbes in sea spray
aerosol. Linh Anh has conducted fieldwork in diverse locations from Alaska to
Baja California. Her experience researching both terrestrial and marine
ecosystems in southern California will be a valued addition to the park and to
the NPS.
Please join the rest of Cabrillo National Monument in welcoming Linh Anh to
the team!

Spotlight!
From VIP Pam:
I have to share this story with you. Last week a taxi
took my husband and I to the airport. On the way
he was talking about how much he enjoys going to
Cabrillo. He said that last week he was visiting and
a volunteer was in the garden. He was welcomed
into the garden by the volunteer and got to pick
and eat broccoli. The guy was so pumped!
Thanks to whoever did this and thank you to all of
our kitchen garden staff!

Save the Date!

It’s back, by popular demand – another 24 hour City Nature Challenge BioBlitz! This year’s session will be
held Friday, April 24th 5:00 PM – Saturday, April 25th 5:00 PM.
For those of you unfamiliar with last year’s event a BioBlitz is a community science effort to document and
gather data on park biodiversity. Stay tuned for more information! For now, save the date – you don’t
want to miss this!

Save the Date!
The next open tower day will be April 4th, 2020!
We will use the same ticket system that worked so well
last time. Half hour guided tours will occur from 10:00
AM - 3:30 PM. Please look for shifts on volgistics soon.
Please also save the date for Open Tower training day,
which will be held April 2nd 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM.

Scientists on the Move!
The science education team and Science Explorer’s Club VIPs will be participating in two events for
STEM Week (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math). The first is the San Diego Festival of Science &
Engineering on Saturday, March 7th. The second is two Conservation + Comics events held here at the
park that are free and open to the public on Friday, March 13th.

Bloom & Brew!
February 29th was our last Baleen & Brew! But fear not coffee
lovers! We will be hosting a new event in its stead titled Bloom &
Brew (thanks to apprentice Brooke for that catchy title!). This new
pop-up will occur at the same time on Saturdays as Baleen & Brew,
but will be located in the traffic circle. Sign up for a shift and help
educate visitors on the native plants of the park and how we can
protect them!
Shifts will run Saturdays through March, with the exception of
March 21st.

Flu season and COVID-19 Update:
As always, please rely on the advice of your medical professional and the CDC. In the meantime, there
are simple steps that you and your loved ones can take to prevent the spread of germs:
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not
available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
When you cough or sneeze, cover your mouth and nose with a tissue, or do so into your elbow.
Dispose of the tissue and wash your hands again.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.
Most important, if you experience flu symptoms or any serious infection or virus, please stay
home to avoid exposing others.

Game of Telephone
If you’ve been trying to reach the staff at Cabrillo National
Monument, our main park line has been down due to a utility issue
on Navy property. We are working with Navy Utilities on a

permanent fix for that phone line. In the meantime, please call (619)
523-4285 to reach the Visitor Center. All park websites and social
media have been updated with the new phone number, and all
other park phone lines are functioning normally.

Ballast View Open Comment Period
Ending March 21st
We are accepting public comments on our plans
to improve the Ballast View Rest Area near the
Visitor Center. This project will provide expanded
accessibility for all people to the Ballast View Rest
Area and create an enhanced space for
interpretive programs and demonstrations.
Physical improvements include accessible routes
to and from the parking lot to the Rest Area and
the Visitor Center, introducing tiered group seating
and a pergola style wood shade structure over the
viewing area. Programmatic improvements include
improving and expanding the park’s interpretive
programs and demonstrations by providing a
formal outdoor seating area for park visitors.
Designs include retaining historic Mission 66
landscape features of this area in tandem with the
Visitor Center features.
Information on these facility improvements and a
comment section is available here. Plans are on
display in the Visitor Center as well. The public,
including volunteers, may comment on this
proposal during a 30-day comment period ending
March 21, 2020.

February VIP Infographic

Don't Forget to Log Your Hours!

